
   

Over the past months, Alpine Township has 
been blessed with some surprising sources of 
revenue to help pay for projects that would prob-
ably never be completed without access to such 
funds. 

Our Fire Department received a grant from FE-
MA that will allow it to replace an old pumper 
truck with a new one.  This grant for $223,450 
requiring 5%  in matching funds. ($11,750) 

The Fire Department also procured a grant from 
Walmart that allowed them to purchase some 
computer equipment.  In January they learned 
that they were receiving a grant for over $13,000 
from Firehouse Subs Foundation for two all terrain vehicles.  The need for such vehicles increased 
when a mountain bike trail was built on Wahlfield County Park.  Our fire department responds to 
many medical calls and there are occasions that it may be difficult to reach a victim of an injury for 
example a snowmobile accident. 

Alpine Township received a $5,000 grant from our liability insurance connection, the Township Par-
ticipating Plan for the installation of cameras at both of our parks. We were also excited that we were 
selected to receive $122,000 in Federal Funds in order to build sidewalks along Alpine Ave where the 
York Creek crosses, near Westgate Bowl, and on both sides of the street.  A number of communities 
submitted for these funds and our project was deemed most grant worthy based on safety. The 
Township will contribute $52,500 in matching funds for this project.   We also qualified for and are 
receiving $35,000 in additional state revenues by publishing a number of financial documents on our 
web page that demonstrates our transparency and financial state of affairs.   

The Fire Department and Chief David 
Klomparens, as well as our Planning Director 
Sue Becker ought to be commended for  pre-
paring the grant requests in such a manner 
that Alpine Township qualified for them. 

Our latest audit illustrates that our finances are 
in good order.  Additionally, our Standard & 
Poor’s Credit Rating went from A+ to AA. 
Staff should be proud of that. 

Links to additional information can be found 
at  our website at www.alpinetwp.org . 
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Friday, April 3, Good Friday, 
Office Closed 

Saturday, April 11, 50th Anniver-
sary of Palm Sunday Tornado 
Presentation 

Thursday, April 16 
Planning Commission 

Sunday, April 19, 6th Annual 
Best of the Ridge Maple Syrup 
Contest 

Monday, April 20 
Township Board Meeting 

Tuesday,  April 21,  Spring Leaf 
Pick Up 

Tuesday,  May 5,  Spring Leaf 
Pick Up 

Tuesday, May 12, Boater Safety 

Thursday, May 14, Boater    
Safety Part II 

Sunday, May 17, 5th Annual 
Antique Tractor Show  

Monday,  May 18                
Township Board Meeting 

Thursday, May 21                
Planning Commission 

Monday, May 25,  Memorial 
Service 

Monday, May 25,  Memorial 
Day ~ Office Closed 

Monday, June 15               
Township Board Meeting 

Thursday, June 18               
Planning Commission 

Friday, July 3, Independence 
Day, Office Closed  

Thursday, July 16                
Planning Commission 

Monday, July 20                 
Township Board Meeting 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Clerk ’s Comments                 -                          Jean Wahlfield  

 

 

 

Dog Licenses 

Michigan law requires that all dogs four months of age and older be licensed.  
Licenses are best obtained from your veterinarian when rabies shots are complet-
ed, but are also available at the Township Office or the Kent County Animal 
Shelter at 632-7300.  Three year licenses are available if the rabies vaccination is 
less than one month old. 

Fund Balances 

 The Township holdings as of January 31 are as follows:  

     General Fund                                                      $2,370,827.24 

     Water Fund                                                            $699,660.23 

     Sewer Fund                                                         $2,255,054.27 

     Rusche/Comstock Park Drive Fund                      $617,709.37 

     Trust & Agency Fund                                            $150,818.49 

     Capital Improvement/Restricted Fund               $1,121,995.23 

If you want to know more about the Township holdings and how they are in-
vested, call Jim Townsend at 784-1262. 

STATE WIDE ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2015 
A special election will be held across the entire State of Michigan on Tuesday, May 5, 2015. The ballot proposal is a change to the State 
Constitution to increase the sales/use tax to 7%.  All Alpine Township voting precincts will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm.   
 
In addition, the Kenowa Hills Public Schools will have a bonding proposal on the May 5 ballot.  Voters in Alpine Township Precincts 
#1 and #4 will have the additional proposal on their ballots. 
 
Find a sample ballot at the Secretary of State website michigan.gov/vote or at the bottom of the Alpine Township website alpinetwp.org. 
 
This is a request for voters to renew a property tax millage that is levied only on non-homesteads in the Comstock Park school district. 
 
FUTURE ELECTION CHANGES - Local Clerks are anticipating that a new style of voting equipment will be in selected by the 
State of Michigan.  Although an exact date has not decided, the new equipment may be rolled out for voters to use near the end of 
2016.  
 
CEMETERY - It has been a harsh winter and even with the bad weather winter burials have been taking place in the Alpine Town-
ship cemeteries.  (Some local cemeteries will not do burials in the winter). Please keep in mind that it may take some time to complete all the 
clean-up and repair work in the cemeteries once the weather improves.  If you have a concern or question about the cemeteries, please 
contact Jean Wahlfield at the Township Office - 784-1262.   
 
OTHER CLERK DEPARTMENT NEWS  
 
It has been announced that an August 4 election will be held for voters in the Comstock Park School District. 
This is a request for voters to renew a property tax millage that is levied only on non-homesteads in the Comstock Park school district. 

 

THINKING OF RUNNING FOR  
 OFFICE IN 2016? 

It’s not to early to seriously consider running for 
office this coming year. 

What are the qualifications to run for township 
office? 

To qualify for either township supervisor, clerk 
or trustee, a person must be a township elector, 
but property ownership is not required. An elec-
tor is defined as someone 18 years of age, who is 
a U.S. citizen and has lived at least 30 days in the 
township for which they will serve. 
How long is the term of office for elected town-
ship officials? 
The term of office for all elected officials is four 
years. The terms commence at 12 p.m. on No-
vember 20 following the November general 
election, provided the newly elected officials 
have qualified for office by that time.  
How does an elected official qualify for office? 

To qualify, a successful candidate must file any necessary bond and take an oath of office before the township clerk, deputy clerk or 
other officer qualified to administer the oath, such as the county clerk or deputy county clerk, notary public, judge or justice with 
jurisdiction, or the state representative or senator. Elected Officials must qualify for office before January 1, 2017or lose the elected 
position. 
How does a citizen qualify for office? 
Visit the Department of State website for additional information on qualifications as a candidate for township supervisor, clerk, 
treasurer and trustee. 
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 LOOKING FOR A SUPPLEMENTAL CAREER WHILE 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE COMMUNITY?  
 
Consider a position in 
the fire service with the 
Alpine Township Fire 
Department as a paid-on 
call firefighter. This 
unique position offers 
great opportunities. 
Although the work is 
challenging, firefighting is 
a highly rewarding career 
that provides a vital ser-
vice to the community. 
Paid on-call firefighters 
work as a team to protect 
life and property during 
all types of emergencies, 
including fires, medical 
responses, and heavy res-
cue.  
 
You must be in excellent physical condition to meet the 
demands of the job. Firefighters work quickly, while han-
dling heavy equipment for long periods of time and wear-
ing special protective gear in hot and hazardous environ-
ments. If you can meet the challenge of strenuous work, 
and like the idea of helping people, consider applying for 
the position for a Paid-On Call Firefighter.  
 
Minimum Requirements:  
 
-18 years of age,  
-High School Diploma or GED,  
-Possess a valid Driver's License with no more than 4 
points,  
-Pass a basic medical background screening,  
-Pass a background Investigation, including a Criminal His-
tory Check.  
 
Fire Academy and Medical License  
 
Upon successful completion of a background investigation, 
the Alpine Township Fire Department will pay for your 
tuition & books to attend both the fire academy and to 
obtain a medical license.  
If you would like more information about employment in 
this highly rewarding career choice, please call {616) 784-
5750.  

2015 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS  (See Page 6) 

Photo by Jon Jenkins 

        SPRING LEAF PICK UP 

  
Tuesdays, April 21,  and May 5th 2015  -   Platted areas of the 
Township, including Westgate, Brambleberry Estates, Wahlfield 
Plat, and areas south of Lamoreaux and east of Alpine are eligi-
ble. Bags and tags can be purchased from the Township Offices 
during normal business hours, Monday to Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM 
after September 4. They can also be purchased at the Alpine 
Branch Library when the Township offices are closed. Bags and 
tags are available at $1 each or eleven for $10.  
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ALPINE TOWNSHIP BRANCH 

COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 

Listed are some activities planned at both the Alpine Township and the Comstock Park Library.  Alpine Town-
ship does not vouch for the accuracy of this information.  Please check library brochures or go to www.kdl.org 

FOR FAMILIES 

Family Building Bricks Party 
Design, build and bond. Bring the whole family together and create a towering monument using the library's building 
bricks. The best part? No big mess at home to clean up!  
Saturdays, April 11 and May 9, 10:30 AM  ALPINE BRANCH 
Saturday April 18 and May 9, 1:30 PM COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 
Gaming Unplugged: Board Game Boredom Busters!  
Unplug from electronics. Challenge your brain and your friends with games of strategy and imagination, from classic to 
cutting-edge.  
Thursday, April 9, 2:00 PM  ALPINE  BRANCH Thursday April 9, 6:00 PM COMSTOCK PARK branch 

Fantastic Flying Fun  
Have a blast creating and testing a variety of fantastic flying objects.  
Saturday, May 16, 2:00 PM   COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 

CELEBRATE SPRING WITH BUTTERFLIES 
Spread your wings, show your colors and help create a seasonal banner to decorate the library.  
Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 PM   Wednesday, April 8, 10:30 AM  COMSTOCK PARK LIBRARY 
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN — AGES 6 AND YOUNGER 

Family Storytime  
Share books, stories, rhymes, music and movement as a family; develop early literacy skills and encourage a love of reading.  
Tuesdays, March 17 – May 5, 10:00 AM 
Money Smart Week Storytime  
Come in for a special money-themed storytime, including a reading of The Berenstain Bears' Trouble with Money. Each child will 
receive their own free copy of the book.  
Tuesday, April 21, 10:00 AM ALPINE BRANCH  

Toddler Time—For children aged 3 or under Mondays 10:30 COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 
Rhyme, Music and Movement, Tuesdays 1:00 PM  COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 
Evening Story Time Bring your teddy bear  Tuesdays 6:30  COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 

FOR SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN — AGES 6 AND OLDER 
Take It Apart               
For kids who are curious about how things work or what is inside, we offer the chance to encourage interest in what makes 
things tick, without upsetting parents! Old telephones, keyboards and other gadgets will be provided for children to take 
apart and explore. Wednesday, March 25, 6:30 PM ALPINE BRANCH 
Fantastic Flying Fun  
Have a blast creating and testing a variety of fantastic flying objects.  
Saturday, May 16, 2:00 PM   COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 

FOR TEENS — GRADES 6–12 
Summer Reading Teen Crew Orientation  
Enthusiastic and energetic teen volunteers are wanted to help with Summer Reading at KDL. Fun times are guaranteed, 
with the added benefit of service experience! Registration is required via a paper application. Applications available 
after May 1.  
Wednesday, May 20, 6:30 PM   ALPINE BRANCH 
Teen Zone  
Teen-only fun for you and your friends at the library! Stop by for activities that may include board games, food and more.  
Thursdays, April 16 and May 7, 2:30 PM  COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 
Gaming Unplugged: Board Game Boredom Busters  
Unplug from electronics. Challenge your brain and your friends with games of strategy and imagination, from classic to 
cutting-edge.  Thursday, April 9, 6:00 PM  Comstock Park Branch 
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FOR ADULTS 

"The Ridge" Reading Club  
Get more out of reading. Join us for a friendly, informal discussion and good company with great books. Snacks provided.  
Wednesday, April 8, 6:30 PM ALPINE BRANCH   
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 
Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 PM ALPINE BRANCH 
The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas by Jerry Dennis  
Sit-N-Stitch 
Share ideas and skills while making new friends. Bring your own quilting, appliqué, knitting or crochet pro-
jects and supplies. This is not an instructor-led activity.  
Thursdays, April 2 and May 7, 3:00 PM ALPINE BRANCH 

KDL Seed Library: Good Swift Kick in the Plants 
 Learn the 10 secrets to success from gardening guru Rick Vuyst and experience his contagious passion for 
gardening as a happy and healthy lifestyle. Also known as "Mr. Green Thumb," Rick is the host of the popu-
lar radio program airing Saturday mornings on NewsRadio WOOD 1300, a frequent guest on WZZM-TV 13, 
CEO of Flowerland and blogger at thankyouverymulch.com.  Saturday, April 18, 12:00 PM  ALPINE BRANCH 

Backyard Birding  
Wildlife educators from Blandford Nature Center will offer tips on how to create a welcoming oasis for a 
wide variety of birds and lead hands-on activities to identify birds through their field marks, songs and nests.  
Wednesday, May 6, 6:30 PM ALPINE BRANCH 
The Lit-Wits  - A book discussion for adults Beginning Thursday April 23  7:00 PM and every fourth Thursday through August 27, 
snacks provided.  COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 
A Matter of Balance  
Learn how to improve your balance and avoid falls. Staying active, building strength and improving balance in these classes leads to 
more independence, fewer falls and a healthier life. This award-winning program is provided in partnership with Senior Neighbors.  To 
register, please call Senior Neighbors at 616-233-0283. Wednesdays, April 1 – May 20, 1:00 PM-3:00PM COMSTOCK PARK 
BRANCH 
Stealing Home Documentary Screening  
Details the history of Tiger Stadium and the importance of this abandoned baseball field at the corner of Michigan and Trumbull. After 
the film, director Jason Roche will answer questions and talk about the making of the film.  Monday, April 20, 6:30 PM COMSTOCK 
PARK BRANCH 
 
Summer Reading Club  

SUMMER READING @ KDL JUNE 1 – AUGUST 8  FOR ALL AGES   ALPINE BRANCH  
 
KDL CLOSINGS Monday, May 25, Memorial Day  Saturday, July 4, Independence Day 

 

 

 

Tennis Anyone? 
Alpine Township has two tennis 
courts at Westgate Neighborhood 
Park, 4880 Westshire Dr. NW 
that were resurfaced last year. 
One of our senior residents, (over 
60) Tom Linacre is looking for 
partners to play.  If you have any 
interest in playing singles or are 
interested in forming a league, 
contact Tom at 616-485-5113. 

                    Boaters Safety Classes 

Alpine Township will host a boater safety training class from 6 
to 9 p.m. on May 12 and 14 at the Alpine Township Hall, 5255 
Alpine Ave., Comstock Park. The class is for young people 12-
years old and older who need the class to operate water craft on 
Michigan waters.  

The class is being taught by the Kent County Sheriff's Marine 
Division 

Registration is required and there is a $5 facilities fee for the 
classes. Call 616-784-1262 to register. 

              MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE MONDAY MAY 25  

Alpine Township officials with the assistance of Comstock Park Boy Scout 
Troop #223  and the Honor Guard of the American Legion Furniture 
City American Legion Post #258 will conduct its annual Memorial 
Day service, not only honoring all those veterans who died while serving in the 
Armed Forces, but all who served in the military and are buried in Alpine Cen-
ter, Englishville, Pine Grove and Holy Trinity Cemeteries. 
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 Construction Projects 

Lamoreaux Drive Update  

It’s been a little over two years since the Kent County Road Commission converted Lamoreaux Drive from 4 lanes to 3 
lanes.   Below is a chart of the before and after crash rates of Lamoreaux.  Like all the other converted roads, the crash 
rate for Lamoreaux Drive since its conversion has dropped.  This is the result of slower traveling speeds and fewer traf-
fic conflicts.  It is interesting to note that in the before period (2010 & 2011) there were 8 crashes that resulted in inju-
ries and in the after period (2013 & 2014) there were no crashes that resulted in injuries.  Thank you Kent County Road 
Commission for making our road safer!   

Transportation Construction  

In addition to the transportation work illustrated on the map on the following page, there will be some additional road 
resurfacing work in the Westgate subdivision this summer.  The exact locations of this work have yet to be determined.   

The Township received competitive state grant funds to help pay for sidewalk construction over our most critical gap 
along Alpine Avenue.  This year, sidewalk will be installed on the east side from its terminus north of Lamoreaux Drive 
to Westshire Drive and on the west side from Lamoreaux Drive to Wheaton Drive.  Both guardrails over York Creek will 
be moved to provide safe passage for pedestrians. This project is the fruition of hard work, demonstrated need, the 
Walkability Audit the Planning Commission hosted in 2012 and the Township’s 2013 investment in replacing the mile 
long sidewalk along Lamoreaux Drive.   

Master Plan Update  

The Township’s Master Plan lays out the vision for the community’s desired future for land uses, transportation sys-
tems and utilities; and outlines the steps to achieve the vision.   

The Planning Commission and Township Board wishes to thank the residents and business owners who provided their 
input regarding the future of Alpine Township through the Community Survey and the Master Plan Open Houses held 
last year.  The Planning Commission synthesized all of the provided input and included it in the Master Plan Update.  
The Master Plan Update includes:   

Updated information on community conditions and trends   

A new Vision Statement that meets current desires  

Revised Goals and Objectives  

A complete transportation plan including existing and proposed roads, service drives, sidewalks, public transit, rail-
roads and truck routes 

Revised public water and sanitary sewer master plan maps  

Revised Future Land Use map  

Revised Implementation chapter  

The draft copy of the Master Plan Update is expected to be available on the Township’s website in mid-April for your 
review and comment.      

Vision Statement: “Alpine Township is a dynamically diverse family-oriented community that strives for man-
aged growth with property supporting infrastructure within a framework of a vibrant agricultural base and a 
small town feel.” 

 

Road Location 
Year 

Complet-
ed 

Vehicles 

per day 

Before 

Crash Rate 

After 

Crash Rate Reduction  
in  

Crash Rate 

% De-
crease 

in 

Crash 
Rate 

crashes per million  
vehicle miles traveled 

Lamoreaux Dr. 
Alpine 
Ave. to 2012 7,800 3.49 2.59 -0.90 26% 

Notes:  The before period is the 2 years prior to conversion to 3 lane and the after period is 2 year after conversion.             
The construction year was not evaluated. 
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News from Historical Commi ee 

50th Anniversary of the Palm Sunday Tornado  

April 11th at 7 pm, Kenowa Hills High School Auditorium 

In April of 1965 a tornado swept through Allendale, Alpine and Plainfield Townships. 

 Along with the Na onal Weather Service, Alpine Township Historical Commission  is hos ng a program on Sat., 

April 11 at 7 p.m. at the Kenowa Hills HS auditorium. No admission fee and all are welcome. 

 

The Na onal Weather Service  is bringing  in Dr. Russell Schneider, Director of Storm Predic on Center  in Norman, 

Oklahoma, the keynote address. We have produced a book and a video of witnesses and workers who remember 

that fateful day. The book will be available for purchase with a DVD for $20. 

Alpine Township Historical is always looking for items you would like to share, such as photos, which can be scanned 

and kept digitally. Originals can stay with you. We will give you a digital DVD of any photo scanned. Also, we have a 

collec on of 4 genera on photos. As you gather at any  me, please remember to take a 4 genera on photo and 

please share it with us. We can reproduce it and return your original. 

Sun., April 19, 2015 at 1 p.m. is the Annual Best of Western Michigan Maple Syrup Contest at Alpine Elemen‐

tary Gym on the corner of Alpine Church Road and Baumhoff. Admission is free and pancakes with maple syrup from 

the area will be served. 

Sun., May 17, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. is our annual Alpine  An que  Tractor  Show  at the Alpine Township 

Community building, 2015 7 Mile Road. Call 784‐1262  if you have any ques ons or want  to display your an que 

farm equipment. Refreshments will be served. Admission is free. 

July and August are set aside for summer fun. If that includes research, call the township at 616‐784‐1262 to set up 

an appointment. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY 60th BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

Congratulations to Bernie Spruit and his family for the 
60th Birthday of the Swan Inn Hotel and Restaurant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bernie Spruit 

 
Swan Inn after the 1965 tornado 

Photo Grand Rapids Press 

Comstock Park Rotary 

The Comstock Park Rotary hosted other area Rotarians for an 
evening at the Fifth Third Ball Park, Pepsi Pavilion om March 17th. 
The event was a sell out with over 180 attendees. Speakers were 
Scott Lane, President of the West Michigan White Caps, and Dr. 
James Smithers from Grand Valley University who, along with as-
sociates, talked about the Grand Valley State University’s Veteran’s 
History Project.  Attendees had the opportunity to preview part of 
a new documentary film about the Grand Rapids Professional 
Women’s Baseball Team which  entertained baseball fans beginning 
during World War II. The Chicks played until the league disbanded 
in1954. As part of the evening’s success, Rotarians presented the 
White Caps Community Foundation with a donation of $450 and 
will make a contribution to Rotary’s International’s project  to erad-
icate  Polio in the amount of $300. 

The Comstock Park Rotary 
meets every Thursday from 
12:10—1:15 ar the Swan Inn 
Restaurant banquet facilities 
located at 5182 Alpine Ave. 
NW.  Membership is open to 
any adult in good standing.  
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5255 Alpine Ave 
Comstock Park, MI 49321 
Phone: 616-784-1262 
Fax:   616-784-1234 
E-mail: a.arends@alpinetwp.org 
www.alpinetwp.org 

Alpine Township Resident 
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